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Dear Minister 

Transport Scotland’s ferry services 

The Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee considered evidence on 
Audit Scotland’s report 1on Transport Scotland’s ferry services.  At our meeting on 1 
February2 we agreed to write to you seeking further information on the CalMac 
Pension Scheme deficit, covered in paragraphs 21- 24 in the report. 

We heard that the pension scheme has been in deficit for a number of years and that 
following the valuations in 2012 and 2015 Scottish Ministers agreed that Transport 
Scotland and CalMac should increase their contributions to help reduce the deficit.  
We note that in April 2015 Scottish Ministers agreed that from then until April 2024, 
Transport Scotland should raise its contributions to £3.4million per year with CMAL 
continuing to contribute £0.7 million per year. 

We are concerned that despite the additional contributions made by Transport 
Scotland the deficit still rose from £32 million to £41.9 million between 2012 and 
2015.  Paragraph 24 of Audit Scotland’s report is clear that if the next valuation of 
the pension scheme, due in 2018, does not show a decrease in the deficit then 
Transport Scotland and CMAL will have to give consideration to the sustainability of 
paying increased pension contributions. 

 

                                            
1 http://www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2017/nr_171019_ferry_services.pdf 
2 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11349&mode=pdf 
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We are therefore writing to ask you what consideration you have given to this and if 
you have identified any alternative options available to you which are more 
affordable in the context of Transport Scotland’s overall ferries budget. 

I would be grateful if you could reply to this letter by 16 April 2018. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 


